
Tourist attraction or a froggly graveyard? 
Chadwick Lakes 

Chadwick Lakes, or 'Wied Qlejgħa', is a reservoir situated in Mtarfa, Malta. It is dry for most 

of the year, especially in the summer. However, when winter approaches and a number of 

heavy rainstorms hit Mtarfa, Chadwick Lakes immediately fills up with the rainwater 

gathering up from nearby fields. Chadwick Lakes is home to many organisms: trees, plants, 

birds, insects, mice, frogs et cetera. It would be a shame to see Chadwick Lakes demolished 

and built as apartments. 

 

Chadwick Lakes 

Chadwick Lakes is also nice to go for a walk, especially since there is flat road. In the cold 

seasons, Chadwick Lakes is almost paradise; the calm sound of water gushing behind the 

trees, algae flowers floating on the water, birds twittering and gliding from one tree to 

another, evergreen conifers standing tall and proud giving shelter from the rain to anyone. 

In the spring, the passages are surrounded by wild yellow flowers and dormant trees which 

begin to grow little pink flowers to cover their naked branches from the winter, white and 

orange butterflies flutter about on every flower petal and explore every bend between the 

little shrubs. 



"Oh, what a lovely sight it is! Perfect for family outings or for a romantic afternoon with 

one's love!" you might say. 'Wied il-Qlejgħa' is nice but everything has a bad side. Lately, I 

paid a visit to Chadwick Lakes and I was disgusted and shocked at the devastation of the 

place. The reservoir was completely covered with algae and there were plastic bottles and 

beer cans floating on the green water. Many members of my family, who went with me to 

Chadwick Lakes, also noticed several ill-fated dead frogs floating on the surface with their 

bellies propped up and their legs drooping in the dirty water. 

 

The Maltese Painted Frog - a Maltese endemic specie 

How can there be so many dead frogs?" I began to question myself. A couple of moments 

later, I found my answer. On the way up, back to the car, my family and I noticed a farmer 

working in his field. He was putting chemical fertilisers on his germinating crops in the soil. 

And that was when I realized what was happening. Farmers were applying chemical 

fertilisers or pesticides to their fields and when it rained, the chemicals would dissolve with 

the rainwater. Then, the polluted rainwater would skim down to the reservoir, where frogs 

lived and drank from the poison and ultimately died. This does not apply only for frogs, but 



also for local and foreign birds (such as 'il-ġojjin', 'il-verdun' and the Maltese Falcon) and 

also for insects which were common but now are rarely seen in Malta like the dragonfly. 

The Maltese Frog is almost extinct. What if we can use organic fertilisers and pesticides for 

fields, such as manure, instead of chemicals? This will do no harm for any organism. While 

using organic farming, a form of recycling is being done by not applying chemicals. For 

example, manure from cows or other farm animals is usually wasted, but if it is sold for a 

reasonable price: ◊ farmers will not use chemicals; ◊ the soil will become more fertile; ◊ 

micro organisms (saprophytic bacteria and fungi) can grow; ◊ countrymen who take care of 

these animals will get profit out of them; ◊ and maybe animal farms will begin to appear 

more. 

 

Polluted water in Chadwick Lakes 

Another example of organic fertilisers can be the adding of compost. And with this there is 

no need to pay. The government can organise a route for a garbage truck were only organic 

material are picked up. Afterwards, the organic material may be given to Maltese farmers, 

were they can dump it into their soil and leave it there to decompose and decay. The latter 

can be beneficial for the soil and crops, for micro organisms and as well for the farmer. 



Organic Farming can be conducted by: ◊ using manure as fertilisers; ◊ hand-weeding; ◊ 

using mulch as fertlisers; ◊ using solarization (this is done when spreading transparent 

plastic across the ground in periods of hot weather for about five weeks to make seeds 

germinate quicker); ◊ and various other ways. 

Back to Chadwick Lakes; while visiting this valley, we also noticed that some trees had fallen 

in the water because the soil underneath them gave way and collapsed. These trees then 

died since they could not have carried out photosynthesis to feed under the water, under 

the algae. Of course, this is no one's fault and so I am not pointing my finger at anyone. 

 

Different species at Chadwick Lakes 

At this point, I insist that something should be done about this. As I pointed out earlier, the 

valley of Chadwick Lakes is lovely, however its inhabitants are suffering. All this suffering for 

animals is caused by human interference. Therefore with this argument, I intend to set up 

awareness for the local, Maltese, or foreign organisms which live in Chadwick Lakes! 
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