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October started with a positive kick-off, 
with two schools integrating YRE into 
their curriculum.  
 
Media   students   at  St  Monica  Birkirkara  are   using  the   YRE 
programme to gain exposure and skills which the programme offers. 
Sessions of both photography and  videography were  held during 
the  normal  lessons,  and  now students will be using their skills to 

integrate YRE with their work.  
 
St Ignatius College Secondary 
School Ħandaq are also         
integrating sustainable issues 
through their curriculum - this 
time through language lessons. 
In house training is being given 
to students during their normal 

lessons, and following that, students are developing their literacy 
skills through reporting on sustainable development issues.  
 
Schools who wish to take advantage of this opportunity are to     
contact the YRE Coordination at their earliest, as spaces are limited.  
Different themes and ways  of integration  can be discussed  in order 
to adapt the workshops to the needs of the school. 
 

Audrey Gauci 

YRE National Coordinator 

November  2014 
Newsletter 3 

YRE in-house workshops 

Nature Trust Malta 



ESD in the curriculum 
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With the new NCF, Education for   

Sustainable Development is now one 

of the cross-curricular themes which 

needs to be adopted by all teachers in 

their subject areas. The FEE            

programmes provide the backbone 

for all subjects, in particular EkoSkola, 

where the whole school approach, 

including  the   outspill  into   the 

community, are part and parcel of the 

programme.  

 

 

 

YRE can also be a vehicle for ESD, in particular when integrated with the EkoSkola programme (if 

already present in the school). The following is a sample initiative that can be integrated within 

the curriculum to involve directly all the school in sustainable development issues.  

 

ESD through languages 

1. Discuss with students issues 

related to sustainable         

development. 

2. Encourage students to become 

Young Reporters, investigating the 

theme at school and outside. 

3. The same students investigate by       

gathering data / opinions / interviews from 

students, parents, adults, community, etc. 

4. Reporting is done through 

articles, videos or photos.   

Proposals for possible solutions 

are included. 

5. The Young Reporters encourage the 

whole school, and possibly the community 

(through dissemination) to put their        

proposals into practice.  



ESD within the curriculum 
 

The  following is  an  example  of  how  ESD  can  be  integrated in a learning area in the  
curriculum (in this case languages). Integration with other subjects is also possible... do  not 
hesitate to contact the YRE Coordination for more details and information. 
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Subject:         Any language 

Topic:             Reporting (through articles, photos or videos) 

Objectives: - Enhance the students’ reporting skills (including  grammar, sentence construction,    

                        punctuation, etc.) 

                      - Empower students to be active citizens on sustainable development issues 

                      - Reach the community through curriculum work 

Theme:           Any theme (ex Fairtrade) 

Step 1:            A brief introduction is given to students on techniques that need to be used   

                         when reporting, with particular emphasis on report writing  / public speaking.  The  

                         where - when - who - how - why needs to be applied in all cases.  YRE can  

                         provide direct help, tips and presentations.  

Step 2:           The chosen theme needs to be explored in detail, with particular emphasis on  

                        how it effects us as a nation and what is being done about it.  YRE can help with direct  

                        links and information. 

                        Guideline questions:-  

                                       1. What is fairtrade about? 

                                       2. How is it being practiced in Malta? 

                                       3. How many people are aware of what it is? 

                                       4. How many people actually consume fairtrade products? 

                                       5. What is being done to promote it?  

Step 3:           YRE students start investigating the situation in the school by asking other 

                        students and staff in general (and possibly parents) and taking their views on  

                        the subject:-  

                                         1. What is fairtrade about? 

                                         2. Do you know who sells fairtrade products? 

                                         3. Do you buy them? Why / Why not? 

                                         4. Does you immediate family buy fairtrade products? Why? 

                                         5. Would you consider promoting fairtrade with your friends? Why? 

                                         6. Would you consider promoting fairtrade in the community? Why?  

                                              How? 

Step 4:          Compiling the results. Students analyse their findings and start compiling the  

                       information through an article, photo or video reportage. Proposals for possible  

                       solutions are part of the write up. 

Step 5:          Students disseminate their project to the school and community. Where  

                       applicable, proposed solutions are adapted to the school policies and lifestyle,  

                       and encouraged in the local community. 

SAMPLE 



Young Reporters at Work 
A  group of Young Reporters from St Margaret 

College, Secondary School, Verdala and from 

Żejtun Eco-Centre  attended the turtle release 

session to report the event.  They took comments 

from all attendees,  including  VIPs.      

The professional reporting they did impressed all 

those present - well done for the good work! 

NTM President Vincent Attard 

AFM 

MEPA 
WasteServ 

Turtle  rehab  Hon Leo Brincat 

US Ambassador Students 



Two loggerhead turtles back home  
 

On Thursday, 6th November 2014, 15 Young Reporters for the Environment from St Margaret College SS Verdala  participated in 

a Turtle Release Activity at Gnejna Bay. Over 100 students from 4 Eco Schools had the opportunity to witness the release of two 

loggerhead  turtles  back  into  our  local  sea.  Hon  Minister  Leo  Brincat and  the  American  Ambassador   for  Malta,  HE  

Abercrombie-Winstanley  honoured  us with  their presence, accompanied by Nature Trust President Mr Vincent Attard and 

various representatives from different entities. 

 

When asking the American Ambassador whether we Maltese are doing enough to protect turtles she 

replied saying: “Yes, sure but I think we can all put in a little more effort and do more to help”.  Then Hon 

Minister Leo Brincat said that though we still need to do more, he knows that we all care about turtles 

and the work that Nature Trust Malta is doing to protect turtles is great and very impressive.  

 

Sea turtles  face many threats from human activity. All beach developments including building of new 

hotels and homes, offer less space and adequate habitat for sea turtles to nest. Also noise, trash and light tends to scare sea 

turtles away from their nesting sites and very often sea turtles die from eating trash which they mistaken for food.  Waste Serve 

Malta emphasized that plastic bags thrown in our sea water remain a big threat for local turtles as they swallow them thinking 

that they are jellyfish and suffocate. The plan is to increase the number of recycling bins in our localities especially in           

promenade areas. 

 

However, the most serious problem for sea turtles is the risk of being caught in large commercial nets that are used to catch fish 

and shrimps. Sea turtles cannot live under water for a long time as they need to come afloat to breathe. So getting trapped in  

fishing nets prevents them from breathing and unfortunately each year, thousands of sea turtles die from getting caught in nets. 

In fact a MEPA representative insisted on satellite tags  placed on  turtles so  that  they can follow every turtle which gets in 

trouble. However, the problem is that by time these satellite tags fall down and it gets difficult then to follow their route and 

condition.  Mr Vincent Attard added that luckily in Malta fishermen cooperate when they happen to find a turtle in danger, and 

two AFM members insisted that when the case arises they should be immediately contacted to guarantee a proper and safe 

turtle rescue. 

 

We are hereby appealing for help from the general public. Don't leave trash on the beach, don't shine artificial light on beaches 

at night where sea turtles nest, and don’t buy products made of sea turtle shells, like eyeglass frames or combs. They're a part 

of the illegal wildlife trade. And finally let us continue to learn more about endangered sea turtles, and teach others about how 

to  protect them. 

 

Kyle Farrugia 

Young Reporter for the Environment 

St. Margaret College Boys Secondary, Verdala, Cospicua, Malta. 

CONTACTS: 

Ms Audrey Gauci 

Phone: 21313150 

Mobile: 79295424 

E-mail: yre@naturetrustmalta.org 

“Yes, sure but I 

think we can all 

put in a little 

more effort and 

do more to help.”  


