
Buildings, buildings and more buildings. 

 

Malta is said to be one of the countries with the highest proportion of 

built-up land area (33%) and one of the countries with the lowest forest 

land area (5%) amongst all the countries of the European Union.  

This comes as no surprise as it is clearly evident from the massive 

increase in the number of new buildings. Even though there are over 

70,000 vacant households, contractors still choose to build new 

buildings since they will make more profit by doing this. Additionally, the 

number of permits being released every year is on its way up and 

several permits for buildings to be developed in Outside Development 

Zones (ODZs) have also been released. This is while these precious 

areas are supposed to be protected. Several valleys have been 

destroyed because of this, and much wildlife has become endangered or 

extinct. 

In the Maltese Islands, the introduction of mechanisms which cut 

globigerina limestone promoted more the usage of this stone, and today, 

we are aware that this precious resource is running out and fast. 

Building contractors prefer to use new stone instead of recycling old one, 

because this is cheaper. Thus the amount of inert waste has been 

increasing consequently creating a problem in the waste sector. Taking 

a stroll in Mosta, Attard, Naxxar, St. Paul‟s Bay or Sliema will result in 

the realisation that many traditional character or townhouses were 

demolished and towers upon towers of apartments were built. These are 

often very small; however don‟t be tricked to think that they are cheap to 

buy. Sensitive areas close to the sea such as Sliema and St. Paul‟s Bay 

are suffering from extreme pollution because of this, since many of the 

wildlife living close to the sea is being destroyed. The construction itself 



also causes many inconveniences mostly noise and dust pollution. This 

can also affect tourism, since it is an eyesore.  

Another major problem caused by excessive development is that wildlife 

loses their habitats. Fertile soil, which takes thousands of years to be 

formed, is being removed to make place for new developments so less 

land remains for farming. This also causes a problem to the water table, 

because less rainwater can seep down into the water table, increasing 

further the problem of water scarcity. In the last few decades people 

started realising that they have been the cause of the degradation of the 

environment because of industrialization. They started to realize the 

importance of conserving the environment around them as well as using 

natural resources sustainably. To reach sustainable development in the 

building sector, a compromise between environmental, economic and 

social needs has to be ensured. We have to take care of the 

environment around us, whilst making sure that jobs are created whilst 

the building takes place and that people can afford buying a place to live 

in. Obviously, this „perfect‟ image is hard to reach but several things 

must be done to reduce the impacts.  



To begin with, the number of permits released per year should be 

controlled. MEPA should take into consideration if the ecology of the 

place is going to be affected when analysing. The material used should 

be energy saving and a good insulation method installed. Moreover, 

permits for buildings in ODZs should be denied immediately. MEPA 

should also take into consideration the fact that Maltese traditional 

houses are a tourist attraction, thus it should be ensured that at least the 

facades of these houses are conserved. Also, these houses often have 

double walls which act as insulators in summer and winter. This method 

should be copied in the buildings being built nowadays as it helps in 

combatting climate change. On a different note, Environmental Impact 

Assessments (EIAs) are very important, especially where bigger 

buildings such as factories or shopping malls are bound to be built, since 

these help people to express their opinion. Regarding the problem of 

water scarcity, reservoirs can be built and the law that every home is 

bound to have a well should be enforced for more water conservation. In 

Malta there are several NGOs which make their voice heard in many 

ways. Petitions, social media e.g. blogs, protests and other activities 

help to pressurize the government more, so that sustainable 

development can be reached more easily. Such non-governmental 

organisations like „Din l-Art Ħelwa‟ and „Nature Trust Malta‟ are all 

concerned with the over-development that is taking place in Malta. In 

fact, „Flimkien għal Ambjent Aħjar‟ together with „Friends of the Earth‟ 

and „Ramblers Association‟ is organising a current petition towards the 

protection of public areas, in which according to the Maltese 

Constitution, should be safe guarded: “the State shall safeguard the 

landscape” and according to MEPA “no urban development will be 

permitted”.  



The problem of Globigerina Limestone can be solved if one uses cement 

blocks to build the inner part of buildings or the globigerina limestone 

can be recycled by using mechanisms to cut the stone again from 

buildings which are not used anymore. Vacant households should be 

used instead of building new ones. This would help to conserve the 

environment as well as decreasing the chance that these households 

will end up being used as dumping or vandalism sites.  

According to the petition, “In spite of all this, uncontrolled development is 

taking over as hotel beach concessions, illegal boathouses, kiosks, bars 

and restaurants encroach beaches, public coastal zones and 

promenades. Our popular beaches are becoming privatized with little 

space left for the public. Restaurants occupy promenades, roads and 

even uproot public trees to place their tables and chairs. Fish farms 

already pollute our bays. Land reclamation projects threaten our marine 

ecology and scuba diving tourism.” (http://faa.org.mt/)  

On a concluding note, public awareness campaigns help greatly to make 

people aware about the need to act sustainably. Non-governmental 

organisations have worked tirelessly to organise such campaigns and 

activities so as to ensure sustainable development especially in the 

building sector so that we and future generations can have a better 

environment. 


