
Saving Our Nation Maltese Lungs  

(Life Saving Buskett Project)    

Life Saving Buskett Project is a project with a 

budget of €2.7 million, 50% of which is co-

financed by the EU LIFE Funding Programme 
under the Nature and Biodiversity priority area. 
The project commenced in July 2013 and is 
expected to be completed by May 2018, with 
several works carried on rubble walls and the 
surrounding habitat. 
 
 

 

The Buskett Gardens forms one of the few woodland 
areas in Malta. A Natura 2000 site is considered as a 
site of special ecological and nature conservation 
qualities possesing a variety of endemic and rare 
species. Streching on an area of 47 Hectares, Buskett 
is considered as a semi-natural woodland with a rich 
biodiversity.  
In the past, indigenous forests covered Malta, but 
trees were cut down for shipbuilding in the era when galleons plied the Mediterranean waters and 
for agricultural purposes. Buskett Gardens were planted by the Knights of Malta as a hunting 
reserve, as previously stated. In June 1557, Grandmaster Claude de la Sengle retreated to Buskett 
when his health began to deteriorate, and died at Mdina two months later. 
 
The Problem 

Through the years a number of rubble walls and 
arched buttresses most of which defining the Luq 
valley watercourse aswell as flanking fields and 
parcels of land, have collapsed. Increasing pressure on 
the retaining walls, caused by precipitation, caused 
the walls to give away and collapse. This scenario 
facilitated soil erosion effecting the trees such as the 
Salix Alba (Safsafa il-Kbira),Laurus nobilis (Randa), 
Populus alba (Luq), Fraxxinus angustifolia (Fraxxnu), 
and Ulmus (Ulmu). Soil and debris made their way to 
the valley bed from the valley sides causing 
sedimentation and occlusion of the watercourse. This 

in turn reduced the the carrying capacity of the valley effecting badly the ecosystem especially 



water-associated species such as the Siculo Maltese endemic amphibian species the Painted Frog.  
 
Life Saving Buskett 
The Life Saving Buskett Project is the acronym of the LIFE+ Project entitled ‘Soil stabilization 
measures. The project aims at protecting the habitats of EU importance composed of mature trees 
at Buskett along the watercourse and the banks of Luq Valley. Various measures will be undertaken 
through the LIFE Saving Buskett project to stabilize the soil of various habitats, including the repair, 
restoration and rebuilding of retaining dry stone walls and arches defining part of the watercourse, 
and planting of characteristic trees. Invasive alien species, which compete with the native trees will 
also be removed to enhance the quality of the existing habitats. 
 
The Objectives of the Project in more detail include: 

The introduction of soil stabilization measures as said 

before include repairing, restoring/rebuilding 

retaining walls along the watercourse and those that 

support the substratum on the valley sides. Other soil 

stabilization measures, such as the placing of geo-

textile material, mulches over exposed areas, and 

dead wood to serve as obstruction structures will also 

be put in place. The action at the upper sides of the 

valley will complement the interventions along the 

watercourse since the down slope movement of soil 

and debris will be checked at various levels on the 

sides of the valley. Signs to guide visitors along the 

targeted areas will be put in place. 

Selective removal of silt and boulders from parts of the watercourse that are affecting negatively 
the targeted habitats. Removal of alien species that are competing with native species. Planting of 
new trees characteristic of the targeted habitats. Restoration of footpaths to reduce damage from 
random trampling by visitors 
 
This majestic natural woodland in the 
heart of Malta carries hundreds of years 
of history. It’s our responsability to 
conserve and take care so that Buskett 
remain one of the main natural lungs in 
Malta in a country where the tree 
population is low.  
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