
The cost of development 

Malta is a small island in the Mediterranean Sea. Given its size, land is very limited and 

should be given great importance, especially when it comes to development. Unfortunately, 

sometimes, building projects, which should serve as part of the island's progression, leads to 

destruction of the environment. It is hence very important that the little natural 

environmental that we have left is preserved and taken care of. 

One of the most beautiful natural scenes is that known as Tal-Munxar in Delimara that looks 

opposite the St Thomas Bay in Marsascala. Few years back the Maltese tried to protect this 

area of environment at Munxar from speculation. Nothing is more relaxing that enjoying the 

beautiful Munxar Bay ...... until you see the smoke coming up from the high rising chimney 

built against the backdrop of this natural bay. Apart from being an eye sore, the chimney is 

proof of the huge difference between the healthy environment that nature can create and 

how human race is able to destroy this very environment. Inhaling fumes contained in that 

smoke is a big contrast to the breaths of fresh air that nature provides for humans. 

So it is not very difficult to understand why the world is facing, ozone depletion, acid rain, 

polluted seas, industrial pollution, and the ever increasing problem of climate change. A big 

list that is slowly "killing" the human race. 



In our opinion scenic places as that of Munxar should be protected from more development. 

Laws can be passed to ensure this. The damage caused to the view can be minimized by the 

planting of tall trees to block the sight of the chimney. The trees chosen have to be native of 

the Mediterranean region so that they can easily adapt to the area. Moreover before any 

new development is carried out a study should be made on its impact on the surrounding 

environment. 
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