
Walking for Water 
 
Water is taken for granted too much in Malta.  As long as people get 

water running from the tap they don’t start to worry.  Unfortunately only a 

high water bill might get people to be 

careful and not waste water.  Why is the 

majority of people like that?  

 

Is it perhaps that Kenya and Tanzania are too far away from us to 

bother?  Sometimes we do put our hands in our pocket at give some 

money.  But is that enough?  Children our age and younger have to walk 

very long distances, perhaps even barefoot and on uneven roads, every 

day, to carry back some water 

to drink at home during the 

day.  AND that water might 

not even be good for drinking!  

Too many people die 

everyday because they drink 

dirty water. 

 

And we must not forget that to have water in our homes in Malta it is 

costing a lot of money and electricity since the water from the water 

table is not of good quality anymore, because of over extraction and 

nitrates pollution and after all,  half the water we get actually comes from 

reverse osmosis plants which are giant electricity consumption 

monsters. 

 



For this reason, the EkoSkola Committee at our school has taken it as a 

yearly initiative to raise awareness about water scarcity and the true 

value of water and at the same time collect money for places identified 

to be especially in need of a clean water supply.  This is done through 

the months of March and April to celebrate World Water Day.   

 

Information sessions, hands on activities, leaflets and posters were 

especially done to spread the word with students, parents and people in 

the streets.  The latter is mainly done during the annual Walk for Water 

we organise. This is the third year that our school is doing this ‘walk’ and 



participating in this international initiative.  The aim of this walk for water 

is to raise funds for a project chosen for our school by AKVO 

organisation from the Netherlands.  We also gave away water hippo 

bags, and information leaflets besides telling people about the water 

situation and our aims. 

 

Each year AKVO tells us beforehand  which project we are going to work 

on.  This year our fund raising project was called Water Project Stitching 

Namelok.  The local people in Makueni, Mashuru and Kioani in Kenya 

are digging their wells and Stitching Namelok will supply these dry areas 

with materials for the 

completion of these 

wells.  Through this 

project, 2000 people 

in communities will be 

reached and 9 water 

systems will be 

installed with the 

money we collected.     



The concept of Walking for Water was initiated in the Netherlands by the 

NGO Aqua for All and each year the number of children participating is 

on the increase.  In 2011 Walking for Water went international and our 

school was one of the first schools from around the world which 

participated.  Approximately 34,000 children from around 600 schools 

has walked for water this year.  The aim behind this initiative is to create 

awareness among children aged 10-15 on global water issues and also 

to help raise funds to help solve them.  Children in developing countries 

around the world must walk an average of 6 km every day to get clean 

water.  This hinders them from attending schools on a regular basis.  

Children participating in the Walks for Water symbolically carry water in 

their backpacks and walk for 6 kilometres as a way of showing solidarity 

with these children in developing countries.  

 

 

Students from our school carried water in their ‘Walk for Water’ 

backpacks which were sent especially by AKVO organisation itself. 



Students sought to collect donations from passers-by, households and 

shops in Victoria, Gozo.  They even asked tourists and a group of 

students on their own initiative went to a primary school close by to 

spread the information as well.  This year we collected the sum of 

€1500!  

 

Our EkoSkola committee is not only very proud that we have been part 

of this project (and will continue to be part) but we are also very happy 

that we have influenced other schools to take part in such projects.  In 

fact the Comprehensive Institute of San Antonio di Susa in the province 

of Torino, Italy liked our initiative and together we organised this walk for 

water and they contributed an equivalent amount for the same project in 

Kenya. During a visit to our school on the 9th April 2013 by the students 

and teachers in the Comprehensive Institute, our students exchanged 

photos and video clips of the Walk for Water each made.  It was a great 

moment for both students to talk about their experience in the walk for 

water which took place for the same aim but in different countries.  



 

 

So let us appreciate the fact that we have free flowing clean water in our 

taps, be careful not to waste any, spread the word about the water 

problem in Malta and in other countries – different countries – different 

problems… and think of those in need at the same time.  Let’s continue 

doing our best to have fresh drinking water provided worldwide… 

 

Pictures of Kenya from: www.akvo.org 

 

http://www.akvo.org/

