
 

Let’s try to save the last few that are still alive 

 

Palm trees take so many years to grow and aren’t just decoration; like 

any other tree they help the environment to stay clean.  

 

 “A lot of palm trees are dying because they are being attacked by the 

Red Palm Weevil. “ according to Grech Fiona, Senior Agricultural 

Officer, Veterinary and Phytosanitary Regulation Department - Plant 

Health Directorate. She also added that around 5000 palm trees have 

been destroyed as a result of this pest. 

 

The question is how did this pest end up in Malta? 

 

“The red palm weevil was detected in Malta in 2007 and was probably 

introduced with palm trees imported from third countries, i.e. countries 

outside of the EU.” explained Mrs Grech. 

 

Mr.Saliba,a gardenist,said and I quote,”This problem started because of 

lack of responsibility from the plant health itself”.  He also added ”The 

plant health should check each and every tree that is imported in Malta 

from EU countries and third countries(non-EU countries).” 

 

 

 



But now that the pest is already here we have to try and fix the 

problem.  

 

“The plant health isn’t doing enough to save the palm trees and infected 

palms are being left on the street for a while. This gives time for the pest 

to spread, they should destroy them immediately” said Mr.Saliba. 

 

According to Mrs. Grech,” Palm trees are sometimes not cut down and 

destroyed straightaway due to the fact that ownership problems arise, 

meaning that it is difficult to find the owner of the land.”.  She also added 

that,” There might be the question of a backlog of work, meaning that 

whoever is to cut down the trees cannot keep up with the work.” 

 

According to Mr Ellul, an importer of palm trees, ”A lot of the palm trees 

that are infected and not destroyed are located in public areas 

(government property). And if they can’t keep up with the work they 

should hire more people. 

 

So what is the solution to this problem? 

 

”Infection control is achieved when owners take care of their palm trees, 

in the sense that regular spraying with the relevant insecticides is 

undertaken at the recommended frequencies. Anyone bringing palm 

trees from abroad needs to abide by the measures set down in the local 

legislation LN 42/200” insisted Mrs Grech.  Mr Ellul reiterated that ”This 

problem can be solved by sharing it on the media, making people aware 

of this pest.  There should be a free phone to report any infected palm 



trees.  Obviously the departments taking care of this should take actions 

straightaway and destroy the infected palm or try to save it!” 

                                                     

 

 An infected palm, in a public place, in Hal Qormi, left for many weeks 

without being cut and destroyed. Photo taken by Anthea Ellul.  


