
 

Clothes, clothes and more clothes! 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

                                In modern days, globalisation is leaving a huge impact 

on cultural identity which also includes the clothing industry. “People 

throw about 3,000 kgs per day and about 1,000,000 kgs per year” worth 

of clothing. 

 Globalization is an overwhelming world trend. Multinational 

corporations manufacture products in many countries and sell to 

consumers around the world. Money, technology and raw materials 

move ever more swiftly across national borders. Along with products and 

finances, ideas and cultures circulate more freely. As a result, laws, 

economies and social movements are forming at the international level. 

Since this project is about the impact of globalisation on cultural identity I 

conducted an interview with an owner of a clothes shop to see how the 

Maltese people are being effected by globalisation. He said that he has 

noticed quite a big difference between how the clothes used to be and 

how the clothes are now. Before, we had the lira as our currency and the 

clothes used to be more expensive then at present.  Also, some styles 
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that used to be popular back in the day are becoming popular again. He 

also told me that he brings clothes mostly from Italy since Italy is very 

close to Malta and also since the prices are good and they have stylish 

clothes. He added that Maltese people are mostly influenced to get new 

styles from magazines and also from mass media. Maltese people 

always check what styles are popular at a particular time so we can say 

that we are very much influenced by globalisation. We get influenced 

mostly from Italy and also France. The impact of globalisation made a 

difference for us because now the person looks more stylish. I also 

asked him what they do with the remaining clothes that they do not sell. 

He told me “We will put it in the store and then they will be on sale”.  

               From the vox pops that I had carried out I found out that 

citizens think that we no longer wear traditional clothing. In fact they 

think that “Very few countries still follow their clothing lines”. Nowadays 

many developed countries hold several clothing styles. They also think 

that we are being influenced through media and also with the migration 

of poeple from one country to another since when people migrate from 

one country to another they influence clothing with their styles. Even 

boutiques have had to adapt to such changes. Malta is being influenced 

by countries that are known for styles, that are Italy, France, America 

and England. Citizens usually donate clothes to charities and people 

who are in need. As a solution of what to do with the clothes that we are 

not using anymore some of them also suggested the Refab Factory. 

This is a factory where people can dump the clothes they no longer want 

and they will be sent to poor countries so those people will have clothes.  

 The owner of the Refab factory, Mr Brian Cardona, told me: 

“It’s a company that recyles clothes for reuse instead of throwing them 

away”. He also told me that right now he has about 50 recycle bins 

around Malta and Gozo so people can go and leave the clothes in them 

and then they will be collected by appointed people. He also told me that 

he exports clothes for reuse in third world countries such as African 

countries like Tunisia, and India. He also told me that the amount of 

clothes that people are throwing away is increasing too much 

                            Globalisation has surely influenced the clothing sector, 

not only in new styles but also in the amount of waste generated from 

unwanted clothes. 
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