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Introduction:

The Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) programme, is now an
accredited programme. The programme is accredited by the Accreditation Unit
within the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education (DQSE) at three
levels, namely at MQF level 1, MQF level 2 and MQF level 3.

Each level carries 1 ECTS (1 credit), where each ECTS is equivalent to 25 hours of
direct contact time following the programme’s four-step methodology whereby
learners (1) investigate a sustainability issue using reliable and credible sources,
(2) research and propose solutions, (3) report through the different categories
and (4) disseminate their reports to reach a wider audience.

Choice of levels:

The levels of the YRE accreditation correspond to the different levels of awards
that can be obtained when submitting an entry:

MQF level 1 — Participatory Level
MQF level 2 — Commended Level
MQF level 3 — Finalist Level (including Best Entry and Honourable Mention)

The different levels for each entry are awarded by a jury that evaluates all the
entries against a set of criteria which are established by YRE International. These
criteria can be viewed by participants on the local and international YRE
websites. The national jury deserves the right to consult external professionals
for their opinion in awarding an entry or disqualify entries that breach the
programmes’ regulations and national laws.

While students hold the intellectual property of an entry, YRE reserves the right
to use such entries for promotional material, presentations and other
educational initiatives.




Competencies:

Below is a list of competencies for each level which the students are expected to obtain before certification:

1. Critical Thinking and Information Literacy:

Find information from trustworthy sources, and
spot simple biases (like opinions or fake news) in
news articles.

1. Critical Thinking and Information Literacy:

Compare different sources to understand which
ones are reliable and recognize opposing
viewpoints.

1. Critical Thinking and Information Literacy:

Carefully review information from multiple
sources, spotting biases and understanding
different aspects of the story.

2. Research and Initiative:

Collect simple information from books, websites,
or by talking to local people.

2. Research and Initiative:

Use a mix of resources like scientific articles,
government reports, and interviews to gather
more detailed information.

2. Research and Initiative:

Plan and carry out a thorough investigation using
many types of sources and organize the
information clearly.

3. Communication and Collaboration:

Talk respectfully to people in the community
about a sustainability problem.

3. Communication and Collaboration:

Interview people like experts or community

members and share their views when reporting.

3. Communication and Collaboration:

Lead discussions, actively listen, and encourage
people with different views to share their
thoughts which are included in their reporting
with limited guidance.

4. Problem-Solving and Strategic Thinking:

Identify the main cause of a sustainability issue
and research solutions.

4. Problem-Solving and Strategic Thinking:

Look into the history and social factors of the
issue and report any proposed solutions.

4. Problem-Solving and Strategic Thinking:

Think through challenges and report on plans
that consider long-term impacts.




5. Storytelling, Content Creation, and Advocacy:

Create a simple entry to share findings.

5. Storytelling, Content Creation, and Advocacy:

Use storytelling and create multimedia projects
to make entries interesting and matched to the
audience.

5. Storytelling, Content Creation, and Advocacy:

Develop a convincing entry with strong facts and
examples, using different media to encourage
action on the issue.

6. Public Engagement and Leadership:

Explaining the issue clearly and confidently,
inspiring interest and awareness within personal
networks.

6. Public Engagement and Leadership:

Engage with students and teachers, respond to
questions, and promote active citizenship.

6. Public Engagement and Leadership:

Creating a powerful report that can reach a wide
audience with the potential to inspire community
involvement and support.




Learning Outcomes:

The learning outcomes are based on the four pillars of learning: Learning to know, Learning to do, Learning to live together

and Learning to be.

Learning to Know

Evaluate Source Credibility.

Compare Different Perspectives
about the Issue.

Map Out Possible Causes and
Effects of the Sustainability Issue.

Conduct Background Research on a
Local Sustainability Issue.

I can recall common
sustainability problems found
locally (e.g., littering, air
pollution).

| can recall simple steps for
conducting a basic investigation.
| can describe why reliable
sources are essential for
reporting on  sustainability
issues.

| can recall given strategies on
how to gather simple data about
a local sustainability issue.

| can describe perspectives on
sustainability issues from two
different viewpoints.

| can recall how to organize
collected information into a
basic outline for a report.

| can describe the main causes
and effects of a specific
sustainability issue.

| can explain the role of
community members,
organizations, or authorities in
addressing a sustainability issue.
|  can describe different
perspectives on the issue to
understand conflicting
viewpoints.

| can describe the credibility and
reliability of various information
sources.

| can describe the main
characteristics of  effective
interviews or surveys to gather
local perspectives on the issue.
| can recall the main
characteristics of an effective
action plan.

| can explain the characteristics of a
thorough analysis of the sustainability
issue, connecting local causes with broader
impacts.

| can examine the roles and motivations of
various stakeholders involved in a
sustainability issue.

| can explain the importance of synthesizing
information into a comprehensive, well-
organized report linking local and global
sustainability perspectives.

| can explain concepts such as comparative
analysis of multiple solutions, examining
each for feasibility and long-term impact.
In autonomy | can explain the main
characteristics of effective interviews or
surveys to gather local perspectives on the
issue.

| can explain the main characteristics
required to develop an effective strategic
plan, communicating my findings and
propose solutions to a broader audience.




Learning to Do

Conduct Field Observations.

Create a Draft Entry Based on
Findings and eventually submit a
finalised version.

Develop (alone or in a group)
Solution Proposals.

Gather insights on potential
solutions and the issue’s impact on
the community.

| can identify basic tools and
methods for gathering data
about the issue (e.g., taking
items,

photos, counting

conducting observations).

| can recognize key terms related
to sustainability journalism.

| can use basic tools to collect
data on a local sustainability
issue.

| can organize and share the

information gathered.

| can identify patterns or
themes in  my

observations of the issue.

recurring

I  can submit a basic
sustainability journalistic entry
which

description of the problem and

includes a basic

suggested solution.

| can use various research
methods to investigate a
sustainability issue, such as

surveys, interviews, or data

collection.

| can use diverse sources to
gather information about a
sustainability issue.

| can compare data collected
from different sources, noting
trends and discrepancies.

| can collaborate with peers and
organisations to produce a
report that summarizes findings.

| can assess the effectiveness of
different tools and methods
used in my investigation.

| can create a basic action plan
outlining the steps needed to
produce a sustainability

journalistic entry which
addresses the issue |
researched.

e | can conduct an in-depth investigation using
advanced tools and methods (e.g., detailed
surveys, structured interviews, data
analysis).

e| can critique complex sources, including
scientific research and policy documents, for
credibility and potential biases.

e| can critically assess the effectiveness of
investigation methods, identifying
improvements.

e| can design a detailed, evidence-based
investigation for a solution, integrating
feedback from stakeholders.

el can lead a collaborative project to
communicate findings and proposed
solutions to a community audience.

e | can develop a comprehensive action plan
that includes timelines, resources needed,
and potential partnerships to produce an
environmental journalistic entry.




Learning to Live Together

Explore the issue’s impact on
different groups in the community.

Produce YRE entry according to the
chosen media
(article/podcast/photos/video) that
incorporates diverse perspectives
from community members.

Learn about public opinions and
concerns and share findings in the
YRE entry.

Prepare plan/story boards and
guestions to gain insights into
varying perspectives.

| can identify key people or

groups  affected by the
sustainability issue in the
community.

| can recognize how
sustainability  issues  affect
different people in different

ways.

| can respect others’ opinions
when discussing an issue.

| can work in a small group to
discuss ideas and perspectives
on the sustainability issue.

| can recall the importance of
considering
perspectives when addressing
sustainability issues.

multiple

| can respectfully and ethically
share my findings with others.

o | can identify different community
groups and their perspectives on
the sustainability issue.

e | can conduct simple interviews
with  people different
backgrounds to understand their

from
views on the issue.
e | can compare and contrast the

different
stakeholders and consider possible

viewpoints of

biases.

e| can evaluate how various
solutions to the issue might affect
different within  the

community.

groups

e | can work with others to create a
balanced report that incorporates
different perspectives on the issue.

outreach

e| can develop an

campaign to share my findings.

e | can gather first-hand information
from different stakeholders with
differing viewpoints to find
common ground.

e| can critically analyse how
personal, and group biases can
influence perceptions of
sustainability -issues.

e | can assess the social, economic,
and cultural implications of
proposed solutions for different
community groups.

e | can design an inclusive project
that engages multiple community
groups in addressing the issue.

e | can reflect on how collaboration
with diverse groups can improve
the outcomes of sustainability
projects.

¢ | can develop a media strategy to
maximise the exposure of my
findings.




Learning to Be

Set Personal Goals for Skill
Development in sustainability
investigative journalism.

Keep notes/journal that help in
producing a good sustainability
journalistic entry.

Share/disseminate research findings
and proposed solutions with
confidence and clarity.

Spreading awareness with
community members.

| can appreciate my personal
strengths related to sustainability
issues to create unique
contributions through my entry.

| can appreciate why being
responsible with information and
sources is important for fair and
accurate reporting.

| can complete basic research
tasks on time, showing
responsibility and commitment to
projects.

| can appreciate what | have
learned from investigating a
sustainability issue.

| can appreciate different
viewpoints in order to better
understand sustainability issues.

I can show confidence by
presenting my research findings to
others.

| can set personal goals for learning
more about a sustainability issue
such as understanding its causes
and effects.

| can reflect on personal biases and
consider how these may influence
my understanding of an issue.

| can demonstrate adaptability by
trying different methods through
various challenges related to my
entry.

| can evaluate feedback on my
work, identify areas for
improvement and set goals to
enhance my project.

I am aware of skills | need to
strengthen to support and improve
my investigative work.

I can explain my research
findings backed up by the data
which | collected.

| can set ambitious personal goals
related to sustainability projects
and outline steps to achieve them.

| can analyse how my values (e.g.,
sustainability, fairness) shape my
attitudes
issues and solutions.

toward sustainability

| can demonstrate resilience by
overcoming setbacks and finding
alternative ways to complete my
project.

| can identify skills in which | excel
in and use this for future projects.

| can use self-reflection to assess
how the project has contributed to
my personal growth and values.

| can engage in public discussion
and inspire others to act.




Student requirements for accreditation:

For students to obtain accreditation, they need to fulfil the following criteria:

1. Students need to be actively involved in the YRE programme for at least
25 hours. This should be reflected in the entry submitted by the students.

2. Participants applying for accreditation need to submit an entry in anyone
of the below categories (as per current YRE categories):

e Article that is disseminated through print or traditional media,
blogposts and extended facebook posts to help expand the reach
of the article.

e Podcast (a 5-minute segment of the full podcast) together with the
online link to the full podcast.

e A minimum of 6 photos in at least two different categories.

e One video which is either in long format content like
documentaries, YouTube segments, and TV news reports, or short-
form content on social media like Instagram Reels and TikToks.

Requirements from link-educators:

The role of link educators is to mentor students through the process of the YRE
four step methodology, making sure that students are also familiar with the
criteria that need to be met for each category.

The link educator’s role is also crucial for the uploading of entries on the National
YRE website to ensure a smooth process and make sure that deadlines are met.




Applying for accreditation:

First applications for student accreditation will be received with the YRE
deadline, which is usually the end of March. The deadline for the uploading of
entries will be communicated to participants by the YRE National Coordinator.
First accreditation certificates will be given as of May 2025.

To receive accreditation, link educators/students/independent candidates need
to make sure to mark the appropriate tick box showing that they wish to be
considered for accreditation. This is done during the uploading of entries:

Accreditation

7] Please consider this entry for accreditation

Kindly tick the box only in the case of - Article / Video / Pedcast you wish to be considered for accreditation or - Photo entry (together with other photos by same student)
you wish to have considered for accreditation. NB In the case of a photo entry kindly do not tick the box if the student is submitting less then 6 photo entries from at least
two different categories.

A certificate for each student will be sent as soft copy to the email address of the
individual that has logged in to upload the entry. Whilst participants can obtain
more than one certification, possibly at different levels and in different
categories, the certificate with the highest MQF level will supersede the other
certificates and participants can only present one certificate as proof of being
accredited in the YRE programme.

Students attending middle/secondary schools can also have the YRE
accreditation showing on their Secondary School Certificate Profile (SSC&P).
State schools should find the YRE programme in the drop-down list under the
non-formal activity section.

For more information contact: bernard.grixti@ilearn.edu.mt



mailto:bernard.grixti@ilearn.edu.mt

Appendix 1: Sample certificate

Nature Trust - FEE (Malta)

This certifies that

has successiully achieved
Non-Formal Award in the Young Reporters for the Environment Programme
Accredited by the Directorate of Standards and Quality in Education,
Ministry for Education, Sport, Youth, Research and Innovation

at MQF Level 3 - Finalist Level (1 credit)

Vincent Attard

President e
Nature Trust - FEE Malta 2" May 2025




