
Be Drastic Cut Plastic 

 
Plastics are inexpensive and long-lasting, and as a result levels of plastic production by humans 

are high. However, the chemical structure of most plastics makes them resistant to many natural 

processes of degradation meaning they take long to degrade, if ever. Together, these two factors 

have led to an excessive amount of plastic pollution in the environment.  

 

During a Nature Walk in one of Gozo’s valleys members from the EcoSchools committee 

carried out a litter survey and were impressed with the huge amount of plastic waste most of 

which consisted of single use plastic like plastic bottles, plastic cutlers, cups and bags. While 

on site they picked up all litter they came across totalling to over 30kg of waste collected.  

 

 
                                         Students carrying a Litter Survey in Ta' Zejta valley. 

The students were so overwhelmed that they were committed to bring about change and try to 

reduce or even stop the source of this curse. Back school they carried out research and found 

some astonishing facts about plastic pollution of which; 

 Plastics takes a long time to degrade. 

 Less than 10% of plastics gets recycled. 

 More than 80% of plastic pollution in the ocean comes from land-based sources. 

 Plastics harm marine life. 

 Microplastics end up being consumed by marine animals and can come back to humans. 

 

All of this stirred in the students an urge to bring single use plastic to a halt. In an effort to 

reduce the adverse effects of plastic in the natural environment the students came up with their 

Be Drastic Cut Plastic Campaign. Through their campaign they are now encouraging people 

to reduce their use of plastic bags – by giving out mesh bags. With this in mind, the students 



went around the streets of Victoria and distributed posters to fruit vendors, and gave out free 

mesh bags to customers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next initiative was aimed at raising more awareness about marine litter created by single 

use plastic and to give something back to nature. For this, the students adopted a turtle. Doris, 

a loggerhead turtle, has a missing flipper as a result of severe entanglement by marine debris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There seems to be light at the end of the tunnel as the European Parliament has voted for a 

complete ban on a range of single-use plastics across the union in a bid to stop pollution of the 

oceans by 2021.  

 

The world is changed by action not by opinion and these students are certainly setting the 

example. 
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