
 

 

Tourism in Malta 
 

 

Tourism is one of Malta’s most important sectors for the economy. Contributing about 15% of the country’s 

GDP (gross domestic product). We asked some local people (in Marsaxlokk), fishermen, tourists, restaurant 

owners and the landlord as well.       

 

We asked some questions about tourism to some residents of Marsaxlokk. They think that they are well 

respected by the tourists, but there are some problems about tourists visiting Malta, such as that Malta gets 

too many tourists and Malta is a small country so it gets overpopulated. The residents noticed that in some 

shops, the prices go up for the tourists. 

They have seen a change in tourism in 

Malta, since more and more tourists 

visit our country each year. It seems that 

the tourists don’t change the everyday-

life of the residents. But sometimes they 

might do a bit too much noise, one 

resident said: ”Yes, not when they are in 

a hotel but when they are out on the 

road.” 

 

After we went to ask a set of questions 

to some restaurant owners. Both tourist 

and residents go to these restaurants, but 

mostly tourists. Most of them attract 

tourists to their restaurant through social 

media, mostly Facebook. Almost all tourists treat the waiters well, and the waiters treat the tourists well and 

rarely have any problems. Sometimes the tourists visit twice, especially if they are living at Marsaxlokk. 

Most tourists give a decent or good rating for the restaurants, it is very rare to see a bad rating from a tourist. 

All of the tourists prefer the local food, especially fish such as: Lampuka and Aljotta. There has been a rise 

in money spending from tourists, ”Especially these last 2 years”, one restaurant owner mentioned. 

 

Positive and Negative Thoughts on Tourism 

 

Then we asked some citizens about the effect of tourism in Malta. They all agree that the tourists are good 

for our nation’s economy since there is a lot of commerce for the tourists. They thought that the tourists 

affect us, one citizen said: ”Yes, but they mostly visit Malta after half April because of the nice weather.” 

Another citizen said: “Yes, it gets overcrowded”, and yet another one said: ”Yes, because we went for 

quantity and not quality.”  

 

Also all the surveyed citizens saw, that because of tourists we are getting more garbage on the streets and in 

the sea, they think that all the tourists litter everywhere. The citizens all agree that with the rise in tourism, 

there are longer queues at attractions, even if more attractions are being built. The questioned persons said 

that there aren’t many fresh products in local markets, one said: ”No, because of all the buildings they are 

doing, there won’t be a lot of places to grow fresh food.” Many citizens believe that traffic has increased 

because of tourism. Despite all this negativity, the citizens rarely had any problems with tourists. 

 

Later we asked some questions to fishermen. Some of them aren’t affected by tourism but some are, this is 

because they sell their fish to restaurants which serve a lot of tourists. Mostly Maltese buy fish from 

fishermen/hawkers, and, one fisherman said, ”The tourists go to eat fish in a restaurant.” The majority of 

fishermen say that there aren’t enough fish. Most fishermen see trash on the sea, mostly plastic. One 

fisherman said: ”There aren’t many dustbins”, while another fisherman said: ”Everyone dumps trash 

everywhere.” 

 

What do the Tourists Think? 



 

 

 

Finally we asked some questions to some English tourists.They all like Malta, almost all said because we are 

friendly and because of the nice weather especially during summer. Most tourists have Valletta as their 

favourite place in Malta because it is old and has old designs around it.  

 

The majority of the tourists like the people and the temperature in Malta  while the majority dislike all of the 

traffic and too many buildings. Most of the tourists came because of the weather and most have been in 

Malta before. Most of them would consider coming back, and most would recommend Malta to their family 

and friends. Some think it is clean compared to the other countries and others think Malta should try to 

improve in traffic. Many tourists think that the most appealing thing about Malta is the weather while the 

most unappealing is the traffic. The tourists are respected by the citizens because, as some tourists said: 

”They are friendly people.” 

 

 


