
How Is Urban Regeneration Transforming Valletta and 

Shaping the Lives of Its Residents? 

To preserve its rich history and revive its historic fabric, Valletta, the 

capital of Malta and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is undergoing 

urban reconstruction. The goal of the rebirth is to balance meeting the 

demands of locals, businesses, and tourists with maintaining the city's 

historic identity. The procedure involves funding cultural projects, 

improving public areas, and practising sustainable development. The 

rebirth of Valletta involves a complicated interaction between 

urbanisation and the city's identity, including social justice, affordability, 

and the effects on long-term inhabitants. The procedure offers a unique 

viewpoint for examining more general issues of urban development and 

cultural preservation by highlighting the opportunities and conflicts that 

result from the intersection of history and modernity. The dynamic 

process of regeneration brings to light the conflicts and opportunities that 

occur when history comes into contact. 

 

Detailed Perks of Valletta Living:                  Valletta - Wikipedia1 

The capital of Malta, Valletta, offers a unique and vibrant way of life. A 

strong argument for living in this famous city is made by its fascinating 

history, alluring culture, and modern facilities. The main benefits of living 

in Valletta are listed below: 

1. Historical and Cultural Richness Architectural Beauty:  

 Valletta is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its Baroque 

architecture, historic churches, and majestic palaces. Residents enjoy 

living among centuries-old landmarks like St. John’s Co-Cathedral and 
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the Grandmaster’s Palace. Cultural Events: The city hosts numerous 

cultural events, festivals, and exhibitions year-round, including the 

Valletta International Baroque Festival and Notte Bianca. Residents have 

direct access to theaters and cultural institutions like the Manoel Theatre 

and the Malta National Museum of Archaeology. Living History: Walking 

through Valletta’s streets feels like stepping into a living museum. The 

preservation of the city’s history gives residents a deep connection to its 

past. 

2. Excellent Accessibility and Location 

Central Hub: Valletta is Malta's travel core due to its convenient location. 

By bus and ferry, it offers convenient access to various areas of the 

island.Because of its location near the Grand Harbour, the city has 

beautiful boat links to Sliema and the Three Cities. A middle aged man 

i asked, said that he makes use of the Tallinja and also the Ferry go 

to Sliema with his family to run some arrands.  

Walkability: With its small streets that allow for simple walking, Valletta is 

among Malta's most walkable cities. Numerous facilities, including 

stores, dining options, and historical landmarks, are easily accessible on 

foot. 

3. Great Food and Shopping 

Food Scene: Valletta has a broad range of dining choices, including fine 

dining from across the world and traditional Maltese cuisine. Michelin-

starred restaurants and little bistros are examples of notable dining 

options. Foodies are served by speciality food stores and fresh produce 

markets. In fact, they say that there's a restaurant/bar/bistro for every 

day of the year!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Boutique Shopping: The city offers a distinctive shopping experience 

with a variety of boutiques, artisan shops, and designer outlets. A 

Valletta resident in her late 70, said that she finds it really 

convenient for her that she finds everything there, especially 

because shes an elderly.  

 

Detailed Drawbacks of Valletta Living 

Valletta is a desirable area for living because of its lively culture and rich 

past. Nonetheless, the city has its own problems that can have a big 

impact on its citizens. An extensive examination of the possible 

drawbacks of live in Malta's capital can be found below. From the 

comments i got from several people, there are more negative aspects 

then positive.  

1. High Cost of Living 

Urban regeneration and tourism have led to high property prices and 

rents in Valletta, making it difficult for locals to afford housing. Small and 

historic homes may require expensive renovations. Shops and 

restaurants target tourists, resulting in higher prices for basic goods and 

services. Limited supermarkets and local markets also limit options for 

affordable living. According to the website Cost of Living in Valletta. Jan 

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Valletta


2025. Prices in Valletta2, the cost of an apartment can get up to 

7,500,00.  

 

 

 

We also asked the Valletta Local Council  if the majority of residents 

renting or owners. They replied with:  

“Valletta has a mix of residents, but in recent years, renting has 

become more common due to the demand for properties in the city, 

particularly from short-term rental platforms.” 

 

 

 

 

2. Parking and Transportation Issues 

Valletta faces parking and transportation issues due to narrow streets 

and limited designated zones, making car ownership difficult. Public 

transport is slow and uncomfortable during peak hours due to crowded 

buses and traffic congestion, and schedules may not always align with 

residents' needs, especially during night or holidays. Before, in the old 

times, Pjazza San Gorg was open for parking, it was easier to park.  As 

of this frustration of not finding a parking in Valletta, the Valletta local 

council created the Controlled Vehicular Access system in Valletta. 

There are 3 types or parking: 
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White parking spaces are for everyone, all the time - If you’re not a 

resident, this parking space is pretty much as good as a garage; 

you can’t park. 

Green is only for Valletta residents, all the time - Basically, from 

6pm to 6am, blue bays are reserved for residents. 

Blue is a combination of both, depending on the time - From 6am to 

6pm (which pretty much covers most working days), any car can 

use a blue parking bay, which is great and very useful for the 

people who work in the capital city. 3 

According to the residents though, more enforcement is needed, not all 

people use the parking as its intended to. 

 “Access for the first 30 minutes is free of charge, which is good 

news if you’re looking to pop by for a very quick errand. Beyond 

that, it’s 82c per hour, with a maximum charge of €6.52 daily. More 

recently, a system was put in place whereby parking was also made 

free for entrances after 2pm between Monday and Friday and all 

day long on Saturdays, Sundays  and Public Holidays.” 4 
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Throwing it back to a time when cars used to park in front of 

the Grand Master’s Palace at St. George’s Square, Valletta’s 

largest and most iconic square.  

With roots going back to the 17th century, this historic square 

has been the backdrop for many significant events in Malta’s 

history, from royal visits to victory celebrations, and the 

presentation of the George Cross in 1942.  

(1) Throwing it back to a time when... - Dipartiment tal-
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In summary, this how Valleta’s currency is split up: 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


